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Selected Quotes on Sassywood

This is the way our people grew up over 500 yeges @&hey
practice the use of Sassywood to bring criminglistice. And if
the criminal , witchcraft is guilty, he, she is givoath so as not
repeat such act. So my recommendation to the Gomesrn

Sometimes when there is a land dispute betweempanttes,
according to what | was told, they usually abstsache of the
earth dirt and put it in the water and both pantésswear on it.
Each parties will say if this portion of land weaaalking

\We believe to be oath is, the sharing of drink fithke same cup
and the breaking of kola nut that was a sign ofyuemd

to take in to get them reconcile. No, it wasn't edhat way

reconciliation. But we did not put herbs togethed éorced themjrice or money for our oath here but if the governiwveants to

| personally don't like Sassywood that hurts peoplan totally
against those types of forceful confessions. Welgrthing like

stop it, it should show us something that we cantaget

So we contacted one fellow to administer Sassyw@éten he
came and heard people accusing the little girhesooncluded
that it is the little girl who stole the money, whiwas not true.
The fact came out when the individual who stolertfomey was |

Jmost especially the one that was administered katcutlass.

Actually Sassywood has categories. There are sbatate bad

There is some that is not bad. It was actuallyngj\dhiefs respedt.
\When someone commits a crime and is in hiddenyeweris

This Sassywood thing here is hurting us here, @ffse | don’t
know what really government see inside, you sesethétchcraft
and thieves, since they heard about it they arpyhaw they get
ground now so they don't want to listen to anybadgin.

It is because of the abolition of the Sassywootl¢thasing many|
people to die in our community. When these casesegorted tq
the court, the judges ask you to provide proofiéaucall
reasonable doubt. And when you explain, they letrtigo free. §

In fact we were practicing Trial by Ordeal everrégent time an
it was transparent and fair and it was the owrefshedium use
by our traditional people to psychological makepgtrator to
admit to his or her wrong doing. But since the Goweent p

My son that Sassywood thing we can walk from herglonrovia
the thing killing us left and right, the town thatu passed the
Konobo before you reach to Touboh, go there anchadisay
how many people died in this place here? You sedatid
commiss

Interviewer: During the land dispute case, why didn’t you cal
on Trial by Ordeal? Respondent:| am too civilized for that.

We don't believed in Sassywood, when we see pgapieng
with Sassywood we can laugh at them, we are Muslenhold
one thing, we don’t hold two thinc

Yes it is good to stop it because we don’t knowtwhast of that
traditional medicine that we swear on are madé& ake for
example if the man who is administering the Sassylis agains|

\We cannot blame the government because it doesoit if somg
of the Sassywoods are truthful and not because pemge
falsely administer Sassywood which leads to theéhdeBpeople.

you, he will harm you under the pretense of adrtenisg justic

| think it is good for the government to put stoghe Sassywoo
because, sometimes the Sassywood may not catcighi@erso
and this may cause confusion in the so

In every society there are bad apples and governcagmot basg
its

IS NOT transparent and rair. past or our
earlier culture. It is actually like fake magic. Ylais used by thq
magician to satisfy certain people. It is like \itcaft.

IBefore the abolishing of the Sassywood, these wichke/s were
arrested and given oath to stop wickedness indhemwnity. An
by administering oath they are subjected to stagitbking
linnocent lives. If they defile the oath, they daély die. Also

As for witchcraft case the thing that we were depending on tdg
give us fact is theath (Sassywoodpand has been abolished. S
my recommendation to the Government is that ldteuallowed t
administered oath (Sassywood) because it is thetbing that

Nankpeabh is a traditional oath and when suspeetbraught
before it, each one shows his/her hands over igqudstion is
asked concerning the incident if guilty or notydfu are the doer
you will immediately start to cough but if you anmocent and
|clear vou will go free

Actually, let no one lie to you, Sassywood cankilbtMany
individuals who were involved into witchcraft agties were
given Sassywood not to repeat their wickednesshieytrepeated
it and nothing was done to them.

When the Sassywood is conducted, it clarifies edenybt. If you
are involved in the act, it shows you out. Andafiare not, it
does not harms you. So abolishing the Sassywoodydd don
not agree

The period when Sassywood was administered was thaie
these days.
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[Sassywood Method

Glossary of Sassywood

[Sassywood Method

Description

Description

"Cutting Sand"

Consulting an Oracle or Soothsayetivoe the trutl

Swearing or Oath

Suspect eﬁhgeim; innocuous substance, or tou
an object, and swears that they are innocent ér wi
repent from their actions. If they are speakirigefy,
or dishonor their vow, they may be subject to syédi]
forces that will bring about their death. No attua
physical harm is inflicted or poison ingested,
apparently. Only if the person is guilty will meitie
activate. Witnesses may also have to place d smjl
monetary donation as collateral to avouch for thei
veracity. If they are caught lying, they forfdietr
money.

"Striking Lightening”

A ritual specialist is usedften from neighboring
Guinea, who will cause lightening to strike theltui
if they do not atone for their crime.

Bible Swearing, Bible
Oath

"My case was carried to him and he allowed the
people to bribe him and he went against me and {
put me in jail. These judges were told to admimistq
Sassywood in Court to the witnesses but still ivwe
no transparency. The court allows the both pattied
take in Oath by kissing the Holy Bible. Some peoe
called it that way because you swear upon your' lifp

Standing on a Calabas]

h Everyone in the communihdstan a calabash as
directed by soothsayer. Whoever is on the calabg
when it breaks is the thief.

Eating or Ingestion
KPeremony

All suspects are forced to imbibe a substance, lwh
may be poisonous or innocuous, and told to tell th
truth. If they lie or are the true criminal thejllvbe
taken ill, vomit, or die.

T

"Switch" Method (or

"He came and brought 2 brooms as tools to admirjSmwfur, Cawful

“"Cowfur, it is prepared in food anitiaf the

(Crossing Brooms) the Sassywood. The brooms were intercrossed in fach community, innocent victims, as well as perpetstqr
other and during the process, if anyone holdsdt a partake of it." Those who are guilty will die with2
move it from apart then you are innocent; if nbert years. Emphasis placed on the entire community
you are guilty of the crime."” ingesting the Cowfur, not just suspect(s).

Hot Cutlass A cutlass is heated until red hot ard thlaced Curful “If something gets missing and everyone detie
against the skin of all those under suspicion. allegation, another form of the Sassywood is Cui€
Typically, placed against the bare feet of the susp prepared in food and everyone eats it together an
It is believed that only those who are guilty videl give a grace period for the suspects to confessfanf
the heat of the cutlass and be burned by it. not he, she dies after that time."

Hot Oil Similar to hot cutlass, only the guilty will be imed ofGlee "It is form of hemlock or concussion that noltgna
feel the pain of heated oil. "Firstly, you havestty played psychologically on the suspect to at time
that if it were you who stole the item, the hot oil confess under duress. It is administered in twm$or]
placed on me must burn my hand; but if my namejvas By heating a cutlass and pressing it against the

falsely used against the stolen item, that hoisailot
going to burn me. But if | were the one who stdie {]
item, | would be caught.”

suspect’s body part."

Hot Stones in Oil

"When the Sassywood man cameahewith somq
little rocks in a pot with oil. This was placed arhot
fire and it boil. Afterwards, the Sassywood man py
his hand in the hot oil and took out the stonesséid
gentlemen do you see it; we said yes. At the thiate
two white men. One of them was the general man
and the other white man said he had been in Ken
where similar thing happened and they found out
it worked so he tried encouraging his colleaguéao
it but he said no. After the ordeal was perforntad,
lot never fell on any of those employees presecepf
two other employees that were absent. So the
Sassywood man concluded that the absentee wer]
responsible for the missing item.

"Take a Stone from thg
Spot”

ger

d

>

A method of Trial by Ordeal used in land disputes|i
which disputing parties are forced to ingest efidm
the disputed land to see which person is the tightf]
owner. "Then we could have put the stones from t|
same ground in water where the parties would ha
taken an oath on the land. If anyone lies, therottl
makes you useless."”

[l

7 Pieces of Red Peppq

r  "When they say a black bag&ng and you say
you don’t know anything about it, they will takeeth
pepper and put it in the water, but you will notstva
your face with the water, it will be placed undee t
white cloth. They will bring it around and ask if
anyone knows something about the missing bag 4
you say you don’t know anything about, they wilk g
you to swear or make an oath to the seven peppe
the process you will say, 'If | know anything abtu
missing item these are my eyes.' Truly, | saw seve
persons taking this Sassywood, and one person
caught in the process. Tears came from the boy

he took his sister money."

was guilty eyes. He was caught and he confessedjtha

Kafue

ho

Essentially an oath that one swears wherfytiesgiin

a traditional forum. Witnesses actually ingestfas
a sign of honesty." As for us, we don't ask anybtur|
swear on traditional medicine. When we start a,cape
we request each party to bring 5.00 each and buy]|
something to eat which serves as Kafue for usyto §a
the truth.”

[Country Cuffs, or
Handcuffs

Means of binding ones hands in a painful position
order to elicit a confession, or detain a suspected
criminal.

jTrolou

"A country pot fill with herbs and kola nutéa
suspect is in hidden and we split the kola nuts an
swear over it and place it over the pot. Every boilf
be asked to eat portion of the kola nut. The perso
who is guilty will definitely be cursed by the
agreement.”

Kola Nut in Hands

No Description Available

hes
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At first glance: a two-track system

Supreme Court

Circuit Courts
/II n n n \' Magistrate Courts

AUTHORITY CDl:Inty Attorney
Police

/
o

(o]
—ga
'\

Community
" County Superintendent
! District Commissioner
Paramount Chief

! ! Clan Chief
n mon * n n Town Chief
Quarter Chief
Elders/Family leaders
More Complex Reality: Four Building Blocks...
/ll n
" * 6 " FORMAL 4 TRADITIONAL
I
* Supreme Court m (9]
Circuit Courts g ;oro/Sande g
" " Magistrate Courts - ElI)de =
" " st eos olislEe ey ﬁ Ma:(r:t Association %
{ of ty Att =
) / 6 Pgllil:ey OIS ﬂ Church Leaders j
) Land Commissioner E
6 Lawyers
. STATE-SPONSORED
! Congressmen g Ministry of Internal Affairs | o
* y 6 Ministry Officials % County Superintendent 5
n n Immigration Officers g District Commissioner 4
y y City Mayor s Param g
. " Former Commanders b Clan Chief i
1 Other persons of influence| < Town Chief A
" 6 UNMIL/NGOs m Quarter Chief =
1 Elders/Family leaders
II6
)
...And Many Pathways to Justice
/ll n
' ACTORS
n n
Jud 8
udge
. * n n 2 =
3 y ’ Magistrate r
* " \. County Attorney 0
Superintendent -
Commissioner g

Paramount Chief

Clan Chief

Town Chief
Belief Zoe

Social Network

Market Association
Church
Police commander

Access

" 1-+ 4-I 56 * : Congressman
Mayor
6 Immigration official

n Former commander

6 6 Deputy Minister
Family member
Other person of
influence

Resources
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Capacity of
Formal Justice System

Strong

Customary

Liberian conception
of justice

1] LI ]

*

*
1

6 n

6" "* " !

L L. LA LA

‘ Justice Objectives

Governance / Peace
Building Objectives

Internt’l Standards
& Human Rights

Political Objectives

Maintaining law and
order

Mitigating intra-
societal tensions

Eliminating onerous
practices

Satisfying local
demand for justice

Enhancing local
legitimacy of State

Eliminating discrimi-

Intra-governmental
policies

nating practices

Cultivating legitimacy
of justice institutions

Promoting good
governance

Complying with
intern’l standards

International priorities
and pressures
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Extent of Jurisdiction &
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;" 3 B
6 ’" n ' n , * LLENE 3 n
CoF 4 " 5
4372 ' K &
/" : " SOr)
0 =1#" L -

More

E‘ (murder,

-

o fape, etc.)

=

i

=

<

[T

[=]

o

o

8  (domestic CUSTOMARY

€ disputes, etc.)

Less N
Point A Point B Point C
(Hypothetical) (Current Status Quo) (Hypothetical)
Customary has Highly Formal has full
full jurisdiction restricted jurisdiction
(no formal customary (no customary

system) jurisdiction system)
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Capacity of
Formal Justice System

Strong

Strong Customary

Capacity of Liberian conception
Customary System of justice

P = 0

Capacity of
Formal Justice System

Strong

4

Strong Customary

Capacity of Liberian conception
Customary System of justice
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